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8.  The country of Burma is one which deserves justice and consideration.
We believe that it will receive this consideration at the hands of the English
Government.

9.  If this is granted, the Kingdom of Burma need not be  annexed.   It
is well to remember, too, that on a former occasion Her Most Gracious Majesty
the Queen-Empress   was pleased   to   declare publicly  that   there   was  no
intention on the part of the  English   Government to  annex  Burma,   unless
such a step was necessitated on good cause shown.

As no such cause exists, the great powers of Europe should not have it
in their power to say that the Eoyal declaration has not been faithfully
observed.

10.  In addition to the rights and privileges already granted in our reply
to your ultimatum, His Majesty the King of Burma has now declared his will
to concede all the other demands which were not at first allowed, because we
had not sufficient time to bring them under consideration.

11.  His Majesty the King is well disposed (in mind and  heart).   He is
straightforward and just,  and expects that the English Government will
act in accordance with the wishes expressed in this letter.

12.  By so doing, the world will have no cause to say that the English have
acted unjustly, or with a disregard of international law.

13.  The English Government entered our country and attacked us  with
a number of war vessels.    We were obliged to resist.   We now desire  that
hostilities shall cease ; and we trust that the English Government will meet us
half-way and enter into a treaty by which friendly intercourse may be resumed
between the two great countries.

Reply.

General Prendergast begs to inform the Kin-Wun-Mingyi, in reply to his
letter of this date, that, acting in accordance with the instructions he has
received from the Viceroy and Governor-General of India, it is quite out of
his power to accept any offer or proposals which would affect the movement
of the troops under his command on Mandalay.

No armistice, therefore, can at present be granted ; but if King Thibaw
agrees to surrender himself, his army, and his capital to British arms, and if
the European residents at Mandalay are all found uninjured in person and
property, General Prendergast promises to spare the King's life and to res-
pect his family.

He also agrees not to take further military action against Mandalay
beyond occupying it with a British force, and stipulates that the matter in
dispute between the two countries shall be negotiated on such terms as